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"our" Lord Speaks
To take a close-up at our "Religion
on a Tightrope", we suggest an early
piorning trip to Chapel some weekday.
Don't get to close, you might hear a
rather unorthodox commentary on God.
To repeat the student exegesis might
prove to be disconcerting to say the
least.
Why this scene occurs is a minute
part of the honest efforts of a Cath
olic College attempting to institute
one of the newest educational advance
ments in Church history. Unfortunately
we feel this singular policy is extreme
ly inadequate under the circumstances.
Jhen a college must force its student
body to attend the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass or incur the wrath of its
disciplinary department upon those
"Christian" men who oppose the dictates
of the school, then the Christain ideal
has probably crumbled. There will be
nothing accomplished if a Catholic
College meets its student body at the
doors of the Chapel with loaded gun,
and we suggest that the penalty that
has been dealt at Assumption is surely
a loaded gun of resentment. We remem
ber that our merciful God has given
frail humanity a means of salvation
and yet Assumption College has set
many students on the road to failure
and possible religious secession.
Realizing the delicacy of the
situation, we suggest that perhaps
Assumption, in this one instance, has
taken the wrong approach. There are
others ways of Christainizing. For
example, if it is necessary to force
attendance at Mass why not start on
Sunday, the day Christ has chosen.
According to a recent survey only 68%
of the student body attended Mass on
Sunday.
If it is necessary to attend Mass
daily, why not allow the student to
attend it on a more convenient day or
at least allow him to go to the late
Mass on the day assigned. These slight
changes might at least put some grace
back in the Mass for the individuals.
Why not adhere to the policy of
Pope Pius XI who said, "The student
should be illumined by supernatural
light of the example of Christ", and
[Continued on Page 2, Col. 1]

Prophecy and Preachment
Today, as it has done forty-four
times previously, the nation goes to
the polls to elect a man to the
highest office of the land and probably
the most powerful position in the
world.
Many elections have set preced
ences; many have been illustriously
precided by vigorous campaigns. After
this forty-fifth Presidential election,
America will have witnessed one of the
most peculiar yet.
It will be, we hope, a culmination
of a rising surge of conservatism.
There has always been a taint of this
political idealism in American politics.
This year wa have seen the standardbearer of the right-wingers, though
not the fully accepted standardbearer of a shameful Republican party,
capture that party's nomination for
the presidency. The conservatives'
grip on one of America's great parties
will be rebuffed by the electors of a
sensible America.
The bloc of Republican conserva
tive states in the mid-west may not
survive this election. We mean to say
that Barry Goldwater will not be able
to carry even these old reliables. It
seems that Nebraska with its influence
[Continued on Page 2, Col. 1]
* * *

What Would You Do?
(ACP) — Seventeen students from
Xavier University, Cincinnati, Ohio,
silently marched in front of the city's
new Playboy Club carrying signs with
such slogans as "Hide From Reality
Here" and "Do You Want Your Daughter
to Be a Playmate?"
Arnold Morton, vice-president of
Playboy Clubs International, told re
porters that "The leader reflects
an uninformed attitude of emotional
blindness. He is doing what he has
been told to do by adults."
Subsequently the university's
student council voted nine to four
against officially sanctioning the
actions of any volunteer group of Xav
ier students in such a protest.
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Editorial:
[Lord Continued]

A SHOT IN THE DARK

remember that "the immediate end
of Christian education is to co
operate with Divine grace in forming
the true and perfect Christian".
These are policies stated in the
Assumption College catalogue.
If we are looking for a means
of forming Christ in the minds and
hearts of the students, why not in
vestigate the many possibilities of
the C.C.D. program? Why not sup
port a full scale Liturgical re
vival which several people are
attempting, rather than holding a
loaded gun?
- Jack Lord
Assistant Editor

[Prophesy Continued]
of a growing right wing, will be one
of the few to go Goldwater. Other
Republican die-hard states will abandon the party. We may even see
Vermont for the first time in a
Presidential election go Democrat.
Conservatives have hoped to
break the Democratic Southern bloc
through Barry Goldwater. It looks as
though their hopes are at the bottom
of an unscalable mountain of tradition.
Even though President Johnson has
supported the Civil Rights Act, it
is inevitable that the President will
carry most of the South. The fact re
mains,maybe the President has taken
this civil rights stand for political
expediency but he still supports
civil rights. Mr.Goldwater is against
it and has inalienated the Negro.
We will venture to say that Missis
sippi, due to the Mississippi project,
has enough votes to defeat Barry
Goldwater. Only Alabama, under the in
fluence of Governor Wallace, will go
Republican in the South.
So, we may sit assured on election
night, knowing that American govern
ment will remain, at least for awhile,
in safe hands.
- Tim Savage
Assistant Editor
SUFFER, ASSUMPTION, SUFFER
"You and I know that there is a
correlation between the creative and
the screwball. So we must suffer the
screwball gladly."
- Kingman Brewster,Jr.
President of Yale.

We sympathize with the teacher of
undergraduate theology on the Catholic
campus. Historically, he has no pre
cedent to guide him. There exist no
really definitive texts upon which he
can build his course. His students,
usually lack the necessary fundamentals
and logical preparation.The aims of
his department are either unrealistic
or undefined.So, if he stumbles from
time to time, we should not forget
that he is working in the dark, and
playing it by ear.
Although it would be extremely
refreshing to see some constructive
light being shed on religious ed
ucation at Assumption, the problem is
rather complex. During the past two
weeks, for example, we listened to
many of the following student sug
gestions:
-the formation of a select group
of faculty members,students, and ad
ministrators for the express pur
pose of working out some practical
solutions to the problem of theology
and religion on campus
-the creation of an experimental
seminar program in theology which
would serve as a testing ground for
some new approaches to religious
instruction
-the possible sponsorship of a
series of lectures on the problems of
modern Christianity, which would
bring theologically provocative speak
ers,both Catholics and non-Catholics,
on campus
-a program of inter-faith
dialogue, on the college level,
with Jewish, Protestant, and Catholic
students from neighboring schools
participating
Now, although rudimentary, many
of these suggestions could indirectly
lead to a more essential discussion
of the precise place, function, and
importance of theology in Catholic
liberal arts Colleges. Unfortunately,
however, they shall remain mere
suggestions until someone with enough
authority decides to put them to the
test.
The primary responsibility for
the improvement of a department and
its area studies obviously does not
lie with the student.He can only com
plain,criticize,suggest,and hope that
someone is listening to his shot in
the dark.
Editor-in-Chief .... Rick Ryscavage
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SOUNDING BOARD:
Mr Editor:
I don't think theology should
be the heart of our education or
any thing else. I'm afraid we are
presumptuous3 hoping that theology
will provide articulate Christians.
Even the articulate must live and
act, but I believe theology is only
the study or science of Christian
life - not this life itself. I don't
think we can make theology something
it's not - our source of action...
Again we want theology relevant
today. But can theology vitalize it
self into the modern world? I think
sciences can clarify and define their
objects without relating these to
anything else. In the same way,
theology can teach me all the articles
of faith since Chalcedon, but I can't
see that it will make me do anything
with them. I will be articulate but
not very productive...
If we are looking for a stable
foundation from which we can under
stand and then act in the contemporary
world, I would suggest the Jew,who,
incidentally, is God. I believe that
He is the heart of all our education.
He is our fundamental life and the
motivation for living. Without this
heart, its apparent perpetuation
would be hypocracy...
Theology - even if treated as
the study of Christ formed in us,
then carried to class and the laundro
mat - won't give us this heart,life,
or motivation. It can only tell us who
Christ is, we must all meet and
accept Him ourselves - in the sacra mental liturgy, in our brothers, and
in the world. This is our challenge,
our individual responsibility. The
college cannot force us, it can
only show where He is. Being a tool,
and not the material, this is theolor
gy's challenge. I am afraid that we
will have to blame ourselves for our
loss of the faith and not the deficien
cies of our theological training.
-Greg McAndrews '67
CURTAIN GOING UP !
Wednesday evening November 18 at
8:30 P.M., the curtain rises on "She
Stoops to Conquer", an eighteenth cen
tury farce by Oliver Goldsmith.This is
the next event scheduled by the Cultur
al Committee. Free transportation will
be provided.
The play is being presented by the
National Repertory Theatre at the
Schubert in Boston. Tickets are $4.50,
$4.00,$3.50, and $2.50. If you are in
terested in attending,contact John
Brandeau in room 124 N.D. by Friday,
November 6.

To the Church At Assumption
Democracy is a system of gov
ernment which allows for the excercise of what each man considers to
be the good life. In such a soc
iety we find many men of various
credos living substantially at peace
together. Particular individuals
who find that they naturally share
the same credo will tend to organize
themselves into special communities.
This is not only tolerated in a
democracy, it is the very expression
of its life. This is the case at
Assumption College. Here we have a
group of highly educated men striv
ing to give to the qualified young
men who come to them what they con
sider to be a Christian education.
While living on campus they form,
together with the students, a special
community within a democratic frame
work.
Once men have decided to organ
ize themselves into a particular
community based on their common
credo, it becomes necessary because
of the nature of man and of human
community that this social reality
have its social and therefore
exterior manifestations. Take
away uniforms, cheers, games, etc.,
and what would become of an American
League baseball club? Just as man,
who is a basic unity of society,
must have both a body and a soul,so
all societies must have both their
social manifestations or "body",
and some sort of a "spirit" in
order to live. The legally constit
uted authority of Assumption College
has decided that the celebration of
the Eucharistic Feast by each mem
ber at a specified time will consti
tute the central expression of the
life of this community. If a stranger
should come to our campus and ask;
"Where is_ Assumption College in the
fullest sense of the word'? we
would direct him to our chapel at
the time of the community sacrifice.
I cannot help but admire the
school for this choice. The celebra
tion of the Liturgy on the Lord's
day, we are told by the Church, is
the best expression of our life as
the people of God. Since the aims of
Assumption College are so closely
linked with the goals of the Church,
why not use the same mode of ex
pression?
I fail to understand why the
obligation participation in the
official worship of the Church at
Assumption should pose itself as such
stumbling blocks to so many students,
even though they are passing through
the painful maturing process of re
evaluating their faith in the light
[Continued p.4 Col.l]
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of newly found intellectual freedom.
If we must speak of worship and social
activity in their compulsory aspect,
I admit these may seem irksome at
times, but this is simply one of the
facts of life for us as religious and
social beings. If common worship is
not the expression of our life here,
then it must be the basketball game
or a particular class; philosophy
perhaps! Would it be an infringe
ment on our freedom if we were obliged
to attend the games? I think most of
us would not forsee a problem if this
were the case. As children of our age
we naturally perceive the value of
a team in the making of school spirit.
As members of the People of God,
should we not as naturally recognize
the value of adding the celebration
of the Eucharistic banquet for the
making of our particular school
spirit?
- George Bergeron '65

Compulsory Mass
I have heard many people say
that compulsory mass is destroying
their religion. If this is the case
(and I rather doubt it) we are
letting a petty rule come between
ourselves and our God.
The rejection of the rule is
easy and gives us something to be
beligerent about. To comply grudging
ly is also easy. But merely to comply
was not the reason for the rule. The
rule only puts into effect a positive
goal the College wishes to impart to
us. The rule is not perfect, for no
rule is. The thing that is important
and lasting is the goal which is the
very cause of the rule.
The goal is this: "Until Christ
be formed in you". The surest way to
achieve this goal is for the students
to worship and participate as a
community in the mass. Not just at
the mass but in the mass. During
these times of Vatican II, the mass
has once again been brought into
its proper perspective. We can hear
about it, read about it, talk about
it, but to achieve this perspective
we must participate in it. If we do
not participate in the mass while
we attend a Catholic College, will
we later? If we do not understand it
now, will we later? The use of the
word "formed" in our College motto
implies that someone is doing the
forming and furthermore that some
thing needs to be created or molded.
From this we can gather that we must
be active and receptive in order to

be formed, and not passive or to use
a more popular word on campusapathetic.
The rule is not perfect but it
serves a purpose. It gets us to
attend mass. It does net however edcate us or make us participate in the
liturgy. Only we can make the decision
of being active.
Mass attendance will not make
us hypocrites. Only we can make
ourselves hypocrites. So let us
try to achieve a positive goal not
be blinded by a petty rule. The rule
could always be altered but never the
goal. Let's come out of our idealism.
If the rule did not exist, would
we go to mass? In the spirit of
Vatican II, examine your newly freed
conscience. Perhaps we do have an
obligation to someone other than
ourselves. Perhaps we could go to mass
in a spirit of self-sacrifice and shove
the rule out of our minds. For with
out self-sacrifice few goals have
ever been attained.
- Gerard Koot '67

Thus Has It Been
My dear reader (or anyone else
unfortunate enough to stumble upon
these lines), it is my intention to
relay to you in the following out
pouring of ink, my very humble im
pression of certain dubious events
that transpired upon the premises of
this slave camp, that is, educational
institution. And if my own im
pressions fail, I shall simply re
port the facts,(worse again!) So
having stated my purpose I shall
commence .(If you have lasted this
long, get smart and stop reading now!)
First, I see that our good
friends on the faculty have returned
to hamit us! There have even been some
new additions to the crew,(and I don't
mean the rowers!) For example, there
is Logician Mr. Brophy(What is wisdom?
What is virtue? Where is Zip's?) and
the democratic Mr. Burke(Gentlemen,
you may be either shot or hung,but
vote!)
Such were the first facts flung
in the face of the returning student.
But closely pursuing these
dainties came the joyous spectacle
of yet another group of "young men"
who reached the stage of benefactionor the wearing of the blue. Their
initiation would have warmed the
innards of any self-respecting sadist.
Also a new touch of magic was
added this year; the class schedule!
What magician could create two classes
at the same time, rooms that didn't
exist, classes that didn't exist,
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S.G,A.

and still have enough left over to
invent two rooms with the same numbers!
At this point I must conclude,
since I spy in the distance a person
from the Registrar's office, armed
with a blunt instrument, coming this
way!

Once there was a nice little
old lady—she was sweet, kind, and
lovable. She had a little boy who
was the nicest little boy. The
father was kind, agreeable, and
peace-loving. In fact they were all
so very nice they used to get toget
her and murder.
Some would apply this same
faulty reasoning to the administra
tion of Assumption College. The
individuals involved are coopera
tive, enthusiastic about student
initiative, encouraging to activity,
willing to help out—as individuals.
But when they get together they are
beasts. They suddenly change—an
ogre—hostile to the student body,
un-cooperative, crushing to student
initiative, narrow-minded, capable
of being labeled every four letter
word in existence.
IT SIMPLY ISN'T TRUE—ANYBODY
WHO BELIEVES THIS HAD BETTER EN
ROLL IN MR. BROPHY'S LOGIC CLASS.
The idea is utterly ridicu
lous. It just doesn't make sense.
It's just an excuse for apathy.
Apathy exists. We don't un
derstand the cause. We elect lea
ders to lead. Nothing has improved.
Leaders lead us not out of lethargy.
The grand compromise keeps us stag
nant. Leaders find us no solutions.
They make excuses.
Before I comment on my use of
the word "excuse" let me give a rea
listic definition of apathy. (Just
so I don't have to use this worn out,
but true, expression). Apathy—cam
pus instability caused by a lack of
coordination by S.G.A.
The biggest excuse anyone can
offer for failure on the part of S.G.A.
to involve itself in campus activity,
for failure to consider more impor
tant things than the usual triviali
ties, is the excuse of "the adminis
tration won't let us do anything."
Believe it or not it was this
very administration in the first place
that requested an S.G.A. be erec
ted to coordinate, to govern student
activity. Naturally, they reserved a
certain ultimate control, the socalled veto for themselves. But this
does not mean that they tell us what
to do. It certainly does not mean
they are our supreme dictators (as
one officer put it). It certainly
doesn't mean they don't wish S.G.A. to
coordinate, to govern student activi
ty. (Which by the way, is not being
done.)
The administration will go along
with anything if it is the realm of
reason, practical, useful to the en
tire student body, and if it has some
chance of success. AND ANYBODY WHO
DOESN'T BELIEVE THIS HAD ALSO BETTER
ENROLL IN MR. BROPHY'S LOGIC CLASS.

- John Dunpny '67

Silent Response
Last week the Provocateur issued
a plea for spirit, a challenge to
apathy, and a condemnation of inactiv
ity. Has there been a response, a silent
reply, or polite protest which needs
to be heard so that positive examples
can be cited in order that the pessi
mistic attitude that pervades this
college might be cured and dispelled?
Yes, the response does exist in many
and in variegated forms. The response
that I cite here is one of the several
that have been initiated in an attempt
to revitalize the atmosphere and trans
form the chronic laxity of the apparent
ly unenthused student body. Neverthe
less you have to judge for your selves.
There are twenty two individuals
on this campus, who, without the direct
support of the Assumption Athletic
Association, doggedly pursue their ob
jectives of individual physical de
velopment, (an objective of all organized
athletics), and of increased publicity
for the ever-expanding reputation of
Assumption College. By their own
initiative, they not only contribute
to an increased publicity, but also
have certainly enlarged the horizon
of campus activities. Why do they bother
to participate at all?
Perhaps they look forward to making
sacrifices. Perhaps they enjoy the op
portunity of forsaking three afternoons
a week to practice in ancient, second
hand equipment, on a body of water which
will become exceedingly colder and more
unhospitable each succeeding day of the
approaching winter. Furthermore, they
may delight in paying for their meals
when they miss them due to the fact
that they return from their afternoon
practices too late to eat at the
cafeteria. When the weekend finally comes
and a sigh of relief escapes automatic
ally from the weary student body, twentytwo individuals will be seen making
ready for another session with their
splintered oars. Would you like to be
a member of the Crew Club?
- Randy Lanciault '66

-Chris Giovine
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The SGA isn't helping itself either.
One article in their "so-called" con
stitution expresses a most narrowminded attitude towards campus life.
It reads, "The College Administration
shall dictate policy and procedure in
all areas of student activity not
expressly granted to the Student Union."
It's a farce. Nothing is really grant
ed to the Student Body "expressly," or
even specifically. The constitution
merely presents some vague outline of
governmental structure (which nobody
really follows anyway). Admitted the
administration has the final say—
the spirit, the attitude, the approach
of the constitution is negative. I'll
bet there isn't one member of the ad
ministration who agrees with the way
SGA officially looks upon the admin
istration.
This attitude is getting us no
where. It better change. Nothing can
crush student spirit more than the de
featist attitude of their own leaders.

EX NIHIL;

Abbott

What is easily the most pervasive
and stifling anachronism of the twen
tieth century might best be termed,
"the pragmatic sanction." It is not
the sort of long, pedantic and nega
tive manifesto that is readily ignored,
it simply states: We are what we do.
True enough, it is "nice" to
be able to think, nice to "know" once
in a while, but it is by far more im
portant to DO. We are in a production
orientated atmosphere throughout our
lives—within which even IBM is not
really saying THINK, but merely, THINK
OF THE JOB. But this is not a bad
thing, in a measure, because all rela
tionships necessarily demand some stan
dard of evaluation, and so it is with
us; we have our dean's lists and our
black lists. So we do what we must,
we "adjust."
We'll admit then: we are what we
do. Thus, if we do, we are. From
this there follows only one conclusion,
and that is: SO WHAT.
We are, but if we can only say
"what" we are in terms of what we've
been able to do, just what difference
does it make? Who cares? And that's
where "the rules" come in: simply
resulting from the bureaucracy's most
astute observation that we can be
responsible for a set of credentials
(i.e., grades, blazers, etc.) but
we can't be responsible for ourselves.
Can you blame the great amorphous
"THEM" for that; are "they," the
bureaucracy, to blame for the fact
that we refuse to be responsible for

ourselves? If we don't demand respon
sibility from ourselves, each one, how
can we expect to be treated like any
thing but Pavlovian pups? Will we
stand for it?
Why don't we ask each other: "Just"
who are you anyway?" Are you John
Jones, F.A. major; Sam Smith, English;
or what? Ahh, there we are again,
what. Who is the word, gentlemen, who,
who, WHO ARE YOU? Wise guy or fink, we
don't care what you are if you can
tell us who you are. But we don't
know, do we sports? And don't much
care. And we don't mean anything to
one another, simply because we don't
mean anything to ourselves. Perhaps
that's why we just say American, rather
than American Citizen. Can't go com
mitting ourselves to anything as ideal
istic as all that. What would "the
boys say?"
But anyway, we can always blame
it on the "bureaucracy"—and all we'll
have to do is rumble a little and
they'll re-word it to keep us welladjusted." But don't forget, it's
our kind that puts the bureaucracy
where it is and keeps it fat and
sassy. But just you wait. We are
tomorrow's bureaucracy, and will we
ever get even. (And as our sons are
our tomorrow's sons, they will feed us
and vilify us in their rightful turn.)
Will we simply say to them from
the arrogant "disillusionment" of
failure: "Heu mihi, quia sterilem
duxi vitam iuvenilem."
Or can we demand that they be
men. If we are not, we can not.

NICK KNACKS
Wanted: several underclassmen to staff
Assumption College's yearbook,
The Heights. See the editor,
Frank Cottrell, immediately!
***

Reward: of $10.00 offered by the
Sophomore for the student who
can compose the best lyrics to
the Assumption College fightsong. For further details see
Don Cutone,Sophomore Class
Treasurer, in room 206 N.D.
* * *

Etc: Dr. Martin Luther King, Nobel
Peace Prize 1964 "He who works against the
community, works against
the whole of creation."

